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Dear Friends (and potential new Friends), 
Welcome to the 39th year of concerts 
organised by the Friends of St Leonard’s 
Church, Hythe (FoSL). The 2020 brochure 
is distributed with this Newsletter and is also 
available in our Parish churches and many 
other local outlets. 
Chairman’s message 
I am delighted to be able to say my second 
year as Chairman of the Friends Committee 
has been as enjoyable as the first. My thanks 
to the Committee members for their support 
and forbearance. 
Thanks are also due to Brin Hughes for 
arranging another exceptional programme of 
wide-ranging music performed by 
outstanding musicians. 
My own stand-out favourite was the 
production of Noye’s Fludde with pupils from 
Hythe Bay CofE Primary School stealing the 
show. Their performances and behaviour 
were exemplary, a credit to their school. 
Their head teacher admitted being reduced 
to tears by their performance. Thanks go to 
all the parents and staff involved, to Berkeley 
Hill for bringing the whole thing together and 
the Onward Trust for its sponsorship. 
Sadly, the amount of time and effort required 
to satisfy the necessary requirements of 
child safeguarding legislation were onerous, 
making it unlikely we will see any similar 
endeavour in the near future. 
Despite a few disappointing audience 
figures, we have overall had a successful 
fund-raising year and have been able to meet  

 

all PCC requests, including the complete 
refurbishment of the Steinway grand piano. 
However, we know further funding will be 
required to assist in stone and stained-glass 
window repairs and an ambitious project to 
improve access to and within the church for 
those with limited mobility. To this end you 
will find elsewhere in this newsletter a 
suggestion for regular giving and I hope you 
will give this your support. 
Returning to a theme from last year’s 
newsletter, I have to report we have been 
unable as yet to recruit someone to take over 
from Brin Hughes the essential role of 
concert manager. He wishes to retire and 
hand over this responsibility to a successor 
at the end of the 2020 season, so if you feel 
you could take on all or part of this work 
please get in touch. 
May I now just thank the team who provide 
wonderful lunches to follow our lunchtime 
concerts; Rev Andrew Sweeney for his role 
as our President and for his support of the 
work of the Friends; and the Onward Trust 
for continuing to underwrite any losses 
incurred by our promotion of talented young 
musicians. 
Finally, we have a magnificent programme of 
concerts arranged for 2020 and I do look 
forward to seeing you throughout the 
season. 
Terry Whybrow 

       
 



Review of past year’s events 
The past year was another full and busy one 

for the committee of 
Friends of St 
Leonard’s Church 
who organised 25 
concerts, recitals and 
other music events of 
various genres, 
culminating in another 

splendidly enjoyable ‘Carols for All’ event on 
Saturday 21 December. The church was 
filled to capacity with singers and audience, 
the latter limited on this occasion (through the 
issue of tickets available in advance) to a 
maximum of 270 persons to ensure comfort 
and safety for all. The St Leonard’s Church 
choirs, Hythe Girls Choir and Shepway 
Singers combined to make a glorious, happy 
and joyful sound under the directorship of Dr 
Berkeley Hill in this now traditional Christmas 
concert. 
Some 25 concerts, recitals and other music 
events of varying kinds were held in St 
Leonard’s during the past year, resulting in 
total receipts (ticket sales, door admissions, 
programme donations and bar profits) of 
approximately £11,000. Deducting 
expenditure on performer fees, royalty 
payments on the performance of live music 
and miscellaneous other items still means 
that well over £5,000 has been raised 
through the 
efforts of Friends 
of St Leonard’s 
Church for use 
by the PCC for 
expenditure on 
church building 
fabric and 
contents repair, 
maintenance and 
renovation projects. (The accompanying 
photograph shows musicians from The Band 
of the Princes of Wales’s Royal Regiment 
and the Military Wives Choir, Shorncliffe who 
performed a highly enjoyable fund-raising 
concert on Saturday 9 December in support 
of Hythe Festival 2020.)  
Other memorable events have been two 
performances of Benjamin Britten’s Noye’s 
Fludde in June involving a host of local 
musicians directed by Berkeley Hill and a 

magnificent choral concert during the multi-
arts JAM on the Marsh Festival in July, 
including, amongst other performers, The 
Chapel Choir of Selwyn College, Cambridge, 
Canterbury Cathedral Girls’ Choir and 
‘Singing Stars’ of Hythe Bay CofE and 
Palmarsh Primary Schools. 
We continue to be very fortunate that the 
reputation of the concert series organised by 
the Friends and the fine attributes of the 
church as a performing venue result in a flow 
of requests from wonderfully talented 
musicians who make contact to ask if they 
can be offered a performing opportunity in St 
Leonard’s Church. 

       
 

Programme for 2020 
The 2020 concert programme again features 
a similar number of concerts scheduled 
throughout the year, beginning on Saturday 
28 March with Canterbury Music Makers 
performing a fund-raising concert in support 
of the Hythe Dementia Awareness Forum. 
Then follows an eclectic mix including nine 
choral/song, seven solo/duo instrumental, 
three orchestral/chamber music and three 
jazz/big band/folk concerts – hopefully much 
to appeal to everyone’s varied musical 
tastes! This year the church will be hosting 
several events during the biennial Hythe 
Festival and the annual JAM on the Marsh 
Festival (which run in parallel in early July), 
including concerts by The Choir of Durham 
Cathedral and Folkestone Choral Society. 
Most concerts will be evening events. 
However, six lunchtime recitals (followed by 
the opportunity to enjoy light lunches in the 
church), three Sunday afternoon and three 
early Saturday evening concerts are also 
planned to help to attract those who may 
prefer earlier start times. 
A trifold leaflet giving details of concerts 
organised by Friends of St Leonard’s Church 
during 2020 is enclosed with this Newsletter 
– see front cover image alongside. Copies 
are also available at the back of churches 
within our parish and many other local 
venues. Please take copies, pass them on to 
friends, neighbours and music-lovers known 
to you – and do come along to enjoy some 



wonderful music-making in various genres 
by a variety of talented performers. 
Advance concert information and tickets 
Advance information about each concert 
organised by the Friends of St Leonard’s 
Church (and selected other concerts in the 
local area) is sent by email to all who have 
provided contact details for this purpose. If 
you would like your email address to be 
added to this ‘Friends of Music’ database, 
please contact Brin on 01303 264470 or 
email: brin.hughes@btinternet.com. 
Information about forthcoming concerts can 
also be found on the Friends website at 
www.friendsofstleonardshythe.org.uk, 
where it is possible to book tickets for 
selected concerts online. 
We are most grateful to Brandon’s Music 
Shop in Hythe for continuing to be a source 
for the purchase of concert tickets. 

       
 

Committee news 
The Friends’ Annual General Meeting took 
place on 11 March 2019 when Terry 
Whybrow was re-elected as our Chairman, 
Jean Wood as Secretary and Graham 
Johnson as Treasurer. Other members re-
elected to serve on the Committee were Dr 
Berkeley Hill, Brinley Hughes (Concert 
Manager), Marilyn Johnson (Membership 
Secretary), Tina Neaves, Roger Parker and 
Rosie Vale. Additionally, Diana Ward was co-
opted to join the Committee during the 
course of the past year. Rev Andrew 
Sweeney continues to be a very supportive 
President of the Friends organisation. 
The Committee is seeking new volunteers to 
assist with the organising of concerts and 
also planning for the 2021 season, which will 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Friends. 
Please contact Brin on 01303 264470 or 
brin.hughes@btinternet.com if you would like 
to assist in any way or would otherwise wish 
to discuss what might be involved. 

       
 
 
 

Membership 
The appeal of the Friends of St Leonard’s 
Church is to everyone who cares for the 
beauty and traditions of our church building, 
whether or not they are resident in Hythe. 
You can become an Annual Member or Life 
Member by completing an application form 
available at the back of the church (and 
downloadable from the Friends’ website). 

       
 

The Chamber Organ 
The previous Friends’ newsletter carried an 
article about the chamber organ that was on 
loan to us from F H Browne and Sons, the 
very long-established (1871) local firm of 
organ-builders that has maintained our main 
Harrison & Harrison organ since the late 
1980s. I am very happy to report that, thanks 
to four very generous donations, St 
Leonard’s Church has been able to purchase 
the instrument so that it becomes one of the 
permanent assets of our church and can be 
used to enhance the music here. A few 
words about it and how it will be used may 
be of interest. 
Our chamber organ was built in 2017, one of 
two constructed as part of Browne’s 
rejuvenation following a change of 
management; the other is currently in one of 
the Royal Chapels in London. Its action is 
entirely mechanical (though it has an electric 
blower), which means that its working life 
should be at least a century, and probably 

much more. There 
are three sets of 
pipes inside the case 
(‘ranks’), two of 
wood and one of 
metal, with doors 
that open to reveal 
decorated display 
pipes and carved 
‘pipe shades’ that 
cover their tops. 
Unseen within, some 

of the wooden pipes are laid horizontally, but 
most are vertical, as are the metal ones. 
Each rank of pipes is equipped with two 
draw-stops, one for the treble notes and one 
for the bass, so that it is possible to play 



solos from the single keyboard. Like most 
organs of this type, it is played standing up 
(there are no pedal keys that would require a 
bench), and this gives the organist a good 
view of what is going on elsewhere in the 
church, including singers. 
How are we going to 
use it? The chamber 
organ will have two 
main roles. The first 
is to accompany the 
choir in the South 
Transept where it 
stands to sing during 
the Distribution 
within the Holy 
Communion service. 
Up to now we have used the Bechstein 
grand piano, but much of the music the choir 
sings was written before the modern piano 
was invented and assumed accompaniment 
by a small organ. I have never been very 
happy with the outcome when using a piano, 
and from now this can be avoided, though 
the piano will still be used when musically 
appropriate. The second is to provide 
accompaniment for services taking place in 
the North Transept, which happens, for 
example, during summer when the choir is 
absent, or in other places within St Leonard’s 
that are at floor level. The chamber organ is 
on large castors and can be wheeled to 
where needed; if done gently the tuning 
should remain stable. 
When the church Steinway piano returns 
early in 2020 from its refurbishment, we shall 
be better equipped in terms of instruments 
than almost any other parish church I can 
name (two quality grand pianos, a main 
organ by a famous builder, now in excellent 
condition, and a new chamber organ, plus 
other keyboards). This is a dream 
combination, with which many cathedrals 
would be content. Any shortcoming in the 
music offered at services here certainly 
cannot be blamed on poor tools! 
Berkeley Hill, Director of Music 
 

 
 
 

Supporting St Leonard’s Church 
The Parish Church of St Leonard has been a 
fine, elegant and impressive landmark in 
Hythe for more than a thousand years. The 
main building dates from Norman times but 
has seen many additions, enlargements and 
improvements over the centuries. We welcome 
countless visitors each year who appreciate its 
architecture, history, features and traditions. 
The committee of Friends of St Leonard’s 
Church is looking for new ways to raise money 
for the care, restoration, preservation and 
repair of the fabric of this handsome building 
and its contents. We hold many concerts 
featuring excellent musicians who enjoy 
performing in the beautiful surroundings and 
appreciate the acoustics which enable large 
audiences to hear the music. Using funds 
raised by the Friends the organ was recently 
overhauled and should stay in good condition 
for many years, and the Steinway grand piano 
is currently being refurbished. 
However, the revenue from the concerts alone 
is not sufficient to maintain the edifice in good 
condition. We are asking members to consider 
giving money on a regular basis in order to 
ensure that the stonework, windows, fixtures 
and fittings are kept in good condition and to 
improve the accessibility of the building to all 
who wish to visit it for interest or to attend 
services, concerts and other events. 
If you are able to support this valuable work, 
please fill in the form enclosed and return it to: 
The Secretary, Friends of St Leonard’s 
Church, Parish Office, 18 Prospect Road, 
Hythe CT21 5JS.  

With warmest thanks. 

Annual General Meeting 
The next Annual General Meeting of  

the Friends of St Leonard’s Church will take 
place on Monday 9 March 2020 at 6.00pm 

in the north transept of the church. 
For more information about this meeting, or if 
you would like to consider joining the Friends 

committee, please contact Brin Hughes: 
' 01303 264470 or email to 
brin.hughes@btinternet.com. 

(Newsletter editor: Brin Hughes – 01303 264470) 


